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elements of sociology 


VILHELM AUBERT 

} 


University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway 
Institute for Social Research, Oslo, Norway 


This new book for early courses in sociology not only introduces the reader 
to the basic elements of sociology, but also gives him a thorough understand¬ 
ing of the sociological approach to psychological and social phenomena. 
Integral to the text at all points is its concentration upon sociology as an 
approach and a way of thinking about society. Concomitant with this is its 
avoidance of the all too prevalent limited view of sociology which relies 
solely upon the transmission of mere factual information and description of 
social institutions as an introduction to this vast and complicated field. In 
many respects the book represents a synthesis of the most far-reaching new 
trends in American and European sociological thought — this alone will 
assure its place as an extremely valuable supplementary text for the more 
advanced student of sociology. 


The book begins with the relatively simple sociological-psychological phe¬ 
nomena which arise as the result of the interaction of two people. This rela¬ 
tionship of ego and alter (I and other) is then used throughout the text as a 
model by which more complex sociological relationships such as social norms, 
roles, systems, and rank can be described in a simplified form. In the last 
chapter of the book these sociological concepts are applied to give a thorough 
analysis of selected social organizations (the factory, the hospital, the rural 
community, etc.) in order to show the student how this approach to socio¬ 
logical investigation works to bring about a clearer and more meaningful 
understanding of the complexity of man’s social life. 


Tentative, $2.50 
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